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^ , -it a special briefing by representatives of the 

■Tress Division of the SMA, the chief editors of the SED party 
newspapers were told that the present politics! and economic 
situation In Berlin permits no hope for an improvement in the 
supply situation during the coming winter* On the contrary ,< .store 
acute shortages of essential items such a food, coal* gas. and 
electricity are anticipated. It was stated that this information 
was to be regarded as strictly confidential and that it had only 
been released in order to prevent the Communist press from arousing 
unwarranted expectations on the part of the Berlin population. 


2. Persons attending the meeting interpreted these depressing announce- 
ments to mean chat the Russians are no longer willing to provide 
Berlin, particularly the western sectors, with goods which will 
be needed during the winter* According to a statement made by 
Walter Ulbricht, leading members of the SED feel that this, to- 
gether with certain recent developments in the western zones, is 
a definite indication that the division of Germany is practically 
an accomplished fact; Berlin .will remain an international city, 
but each power will attend solely to the administration and supply 
of its own sector. Ulbricht expressed the opinion that, under 
these circumstances, it may become necessary ' for all important SED 
newspapermen to establish residence ; in the Russian sector. 

3 The reports from the Russian Zone which have been appearing repeat* 
edly in the Isge_s 5 p.ie.gel have caused members of the SED Executive 
Committee some concern and are apparently the subject of an MVD 
investigation. The sources of these reports, of course, are sus- 
pected to be members of SPD, CDU, and LDP circles. 


4. The activities of those Social Democratic city councillors still 
holding office in Berlin may be subjected to a close check by the 
Russians, who are expec teu to cusmanu some discharges. Among those 
named in this connection were Klingellidf er and Fiilisack, against 
whom a public attack, previously approved by the SMA, has bean 
launched. * 
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